64 RIGHTS OF MAN. Part II. 

dent to thofe dates, is in the very wafteful and profligate times 
of Charles the Second, at which time England and France aded 
as allies. If 1 have chofen a period of great extravagance, it will 
ferve to (hew modern extravagance, in a ftill worfe light ; efpe- 
cially as the pay of the navy, the army, and the revenue officers, 
has not encreafed fince that time^ 

The peace eftablifhment was then as follows : — See Sir John 
Sinclair’s Hiflory of the Revenue. 
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The parliament, however, fettled the whole annual peace efta- 
blifhment at 1,200,000 *. If we go back to the time of Eliza- 
beth, the amount of all the taxes was but half a million, yet the 
nation fees nothing during that period, that reproaches it with ^ 
want of confequence. 

All circumftances then taken together, arifingfrom the French 
revolution, from the approching harmony and reciprocal intereft: 
of the two nations, the abolition of court intrigue on both lides, 
and the progrefs of knowledge in the fcience of government, jthe 
annual expenditure might be put back to one million and a 
half, viz. , f 


probation than I have dene. Why a change of policy has now taken place,., 
of profccuting at this time, what was permitted and apparently encourag- 
ed at another time, the perfons concerned can beft explain. In the fame 
note it is alfo ftated that William charged fix hundred thoufand pounds 
for the expences of the Dutch fleet thak brought him from Holland, and 
that George the firft purchafed the Duchies of Bremen and Verden, with 
two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, which he got from England, and 
added them to his Hanoverian dominions for his own ufe. The note in 
which thefe matters are contained are put into the profecution ; but for 
what purpofe I do not difeover. 

The bill of cofts delivered in for the Dutch fleet, as ftated in Sir John 
Sinclair’s Hiftory of Revenue (Part the third, page 40) was 686,500!. and 
was reduced to 600,000 by parliament. And in 1701 the houfe of com- 
mons came to a refolution, by which it appears that William was not very 
fcrupulous or very careful in his expenditure of Englilh money. The re- 
folution is as follows :— *• That it is notorious that many millions of money 
“ had been given to his majefty (meaning the faid William) for the ier- 
“ vice of the public, which remain yet unaccounted for.’’ Seethe Journal. 

As to the purclvafe of Bremen and Verden, ^vith the money obtained 
from England, by George the firft, the Journals of Parliament prove tlie 
fa6t, and the oppofition It mot with will ihew the manner in which it 
was very generally coniidered by the fadlion. 

* Charles, like nis predccclfors and fucedfers, finding that war was the 
harveft of governm.ni engaged in a war with the Dutch, the expence^of 
which encreafed the annual expenditure to ^.i, 800,000, as ftated unaer 
the date of 16O6 j but the peace eftabiifluuent was . 
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Even this fam is fix times greater than the expences of go- 
vernment are in America, yet the civil internal government in 
England, (I mean that adininiftered by means of quarter fefiions, 
juries, and aflize, and which, in fadi, is nearly the whole, and 
performed by the nation,) is lefts expence upon the revenue, than 
the fame fpecies and portion of government is in America. 

It is time that nations fhould be rational, and not be govern- 
ed like animals, for the pleafure of their riders. To read the 
hiftory of kings, a man would be almoft inclined to fuppofe that 
government confided in ftag-huntlng, and that every nation paid 
a million a year to a huntfman. Man ought to have pride^^^or 
ftiame enough to blufh at being thus impofed upon, and when he 
feels his proper character, he will. Upon all i'ubjedls of this na- 
ture, there is often palling in the mind, a train of ideas he has 
not not yet accuftomed himfelf to encourage and communicate. 
Reftrained by fomething that puts on the charadler of prudence, 
he adls the hypocrite upon himfelf as well as to others. It is, 
how’ever, curious to obferve how foon this fpell can be diflblved. 
A Angle expreflion, boldly conceived and uttered, will iometimes 
put a whole company into their proper feelings ; and whole na- 
tions are adlcd upon in the fame manner. 

As to the oifices of which any civil government may be com- 
pofed, it matters but little by what names they are deferibed. In 
the routine of bulinefs, as before obferved, whether a man be ftiled 
a prefldent, a king, an emperor, a fenator, or any thing elfe, it 
is impoflible that any fervice he can perform, can merit from a 
fiation more than ten thoufand pounds a year ; and as no man 
fhould be paid beyond his fervices, fo every man of a proper 
heart will not accept more. Public money ought to be touched 
with the moft fcrupulous confeioufnefs of honour. It is not the 
produce of riches only, but of the hard earnings of labour and 
poverty. It is drawn even from the bitternefs of want and mi- 
lery. Not a beggar pafles, or perifties in the ftreets, whofe mite 
is not in that mafs. 

Were it poflible that the Congrefs of America, could be fo loft 
to their duty, and to the intereft of their cemftituents, as to offer 
General Wafliington, as prefident of America, a million a year, 
he would not, and he could not, accept it. His fenfe of honour 
is of another kind. It has coft England almoft feventy millions 
fterling, to maintain a family imported from abroad, of very in- 
ferior capacity to thoufands in the nation ; and fcarcely a year 
has paffed that has not produced feme new mercenary application. 
Even the pbyficians bills have been fent to the public to oe paid. 
No v/onder that jails are crowded, and taxes and poor-rates en- 
creafed. Under fuch fyftemsi nothing is to be looked for but 
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